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GLIMPSES OF MOUNT IEVERS’ PAST 




THE BUILDING OF THE COURT. 


/1j HE idea of building a Court to surpass all mansions in the surrounding 
LJI J eounlry probably had its inception in the lifetime of Col. John levers, 
Clare Dragoons; surely there must have been discussions on the style 
of architecture to be adopted, and prepartions made for so extensive an 
undertaking before Col. John levers’death in 1730. The roof of the build¬ 
ing was reached in 1733, the date on one of its beams. 

It may be well to mention that “Mount levers Court” was its original 
designation, and old people still speak of it as the “Court.” Some years since, 
Mr. 1\ J. O’Hara, then a Constabulary Inspector in Sixmilebridge, sent lound 
circulars by post advertising a concert in the village; one of these was 
addressed to:—“Miss levers, Mount levers Court, Sixmilebridge, Co. Clare.” 

When asked why “Court” was added to the address, he said “the police 
Sergeant who addressed the circulars followed an old Directory.” 

In Frost’s “History of Clare” the name of Henry levers, the first of the 
family who came to Ireland (having been appointed Collector of the Revenue 
for the Counties of Clare and Galway.) The name is sometimes spelt 
“levers,” and sometimes “Ivers.” When Mr. Frost was asked for an expla¬ 
nation of this difference his reply was that in each case he had followed the 
original documents. These chiefly related to various lands held by Henry 
levers. Mr. Frost gives interesting extracts in his History from Dinneley’s 
“Tour in Ireland” in 1G43, when he visited Henry levers at Ballyarrila 
Castle (mentioned by Mr. Frost as “Mount levers Castle,”) afterwards de¬ 
molished when Mount levers was built. A portion of the castle still remains 
in the garden wall and gateway near the North Front. 

Col. John Ieuers (such was his signature, u and v were then synonymous) 
kept up much state at Ballyarrila Castle: his plate is mentioned in his will, 
as also his coach and four in which he drove to his house “Att” Stephen’s 
Green, Dublin, to attend Parliament. At the Clare Election in 1714 he was 
a candidate for the County, and though returned he had actually not a majority. 
Mr. Studdert was High Sheriff on the occasion, and his dictum was : 
“levers and Purdon are the fit and proper persons to represent this County in 
Parliament, and levers and Purdon shall be returned,” whereupon lie 
returned them. (Tide “White’s History of Clare.”) 

His son, Henry, carried out the building of Mount levers with a lavish 
hand. Many of the outbuildings, including the barracks for the two troops of 
the Clare Dragoons, quartered at Mount levers, were probably already in exist¬ 
ence before the main building was begun, for the skilled workers were boarded''" • 
and lodged on the premises while the main building was being erected. 



One fatal accident occurred: a mason fell from the wall at a considerable 
height and was killed on the spot; he was buried in the little churchyard be¬ 
tween Sixmilebridge and Ballintlea, close to the road, so that the passers by 
might pray for his soul. 

The chimneys were much higher than at present, as in old Trench 
Chateaux. The brick for the building was brought from Holland, no bricks 
being made in Ireland at that time. They were thrown from hand to hand 
from Ballintlea Park, where the boats were unloaded, to Mount levers, a 
distance of one'and a half miles. 



GARDEN GATE. 


Pease, of Darlington, owned the oil mills at Ballintlea Park, and the 
ships which brought the brick for Mount levers from Holland were laden 
with rape oil on their return trip. 


Brick with cut stone mill lions was the fashion of the day in architecture;, 
examples of it are shown in Dublin Castle, Hampton Court, etc. The oak 
for the roof was brought from Portumna. On the North side of the house, 
the principal front, was a paved courtyard; its great gate stood between two 
high brick piers, topped with cut stone. At each side were the sentry boxes 
also built of' brick. Right and left outside the gate were the fish ponds; an 
arched underground passage connects the two, water still flowing through it 
under the pavement above. 

















At the head of the fish ponds the Fish House still stands, its vaulted 
roof' accounting for its preservation: fish were caught from its large window, 
the water being raised or lowered at pleasure. The barracks and stables exten¬ 
ded along the side of the pond by the Kennel Avenue to the Orchard; from 
thence at a right angle outbuildings continued to the South front. One of these 
was the Brewery, presided over by Phil O’Regan, famed for the excellence of 
his cider. There was no Avail from the corner of the brick front to the out- 
offices as is now, all was open space before the barracks. All the windows and 
doors of the outbuildings were faced with cut stone of the same pattern as 
that round the windows of the Court and the architraves of its interior, only 


FRESCO AND M A NTE LPI EC E—D R A W I N G ROOM. 

of narrower width. The fact that the Avails are receding heightens the mas¬ 
sive effect of the building, this is not apparent to an ordinary observer, 
though visible at a glance to an architect: “string bands” clasp each storey, 
and the Avail is farther removed from the upper edge of the band than it is from 
the lower. 

THE TERRACE. 

In front of the house beside the areas aa’os a broad, flat terrace, and from 
its centre three cut stone steps descended to meet the front walk, otherwise 
the descent would have been too steep : Such a terrace was in front of Killar- 
ney House, Lord Kenmare’s residence, accidently destroyed by fire some years 
since (1913.) 





The five vaulted chambers, useful as storehouses, still in existence, with 
doors and windows opening- on the areas, must have been built before the 
terrace was laid out. The vaulted roofs, overlaid with clay, formed the 
foundation of the terrace. There was a glass door at the bridge over the 
areas, outside the present hall door, which could be used as a third window to 
the entrance hall when desired. 

Robert levers was the eldest son of George, and grandson of Robert 
levers, of Ballintlea Castle. He gave four estates to his four sons by his first 
marriage. To Richard, Green Park; to Robert, Castle levers; both in Co. 
Limerick; to George, Mount levers, and to John Henry, Mount Prospect, Co¬ 
da re. 



STONE MANTEL. HALL—SOUTH FRONT. 

Robert levers, after his father’s death, pulled down the walls at both sides 
of the terrace, afterwards rebuilding them as at present in a rounded sweep; 
he removed the wall connecting them at right angles across the front, the 
foundations of which still remain. A gate must have been required in the 
centre of this wall opposite to the hall door, probably a small one resembling 
those in the garden, and like them, ornamented with richly carved archways 
and pillars; this gate would open on to the “Plaisaunce” of which we have 
evidence in the Sundial and the Round Pond. The Sundial was placed 
on a pedestal on which was a stone eagle supporting the dial on its back, 
as shown in the fresco over the drawingroom mantel-piece which gives a birds- 
eye view of Mount levers and demesne in 1750. 

At the present moment there is nothing in the pleasure grounds at Mount 
levers so unique, so quaint, and so sweet as the flower garden at the Round 
Pon d. 




















THE AVENUES. 


Robert levers also laid out the present avenue from the South Front, with 
the round turn at its junction with the old kennel avenue now unused. The 
old avenue ran straight, and when it turned, it was at right angles. The 
entrance gate could be on no other road than the present one, as the direct road 
from Sixmilebridge to Castle Cline gate was not made until about 1848, after 
the famine, when men worked at (id a day. At the same time the ascent on 
the road past the Market house was lowered, also the ascent on the main 
street above tbe river, and steps had to be placed in front of the adjoining 
houses and at the church gate to meet the roadway. 

The avenue at the North Front proceeded from the courtyard along the fish 
pond to the left, straight to the top of the orchard where it turned at right 



SENTRY BOX. 

angles to the present entrance gate, and the paving stones of the old avenues 
may still be traced under the grass which now covers them. 

The Watergate avenue proceeded by the fish pond outside the garden; it 
was also paved. This avenue continued through Ballyclaveen, and passing the 
“Fort” came out on the mountain road by Begley’s farm. Turf was drawn on 
it from Clugga bog to Mount levers; this bog was worked out twenty-five 
years ago, and the avenue fell entirely into disuse. There should have been 
originally- a double row of lime trees along tbe Watergate and Ken¬ 
nel avenues by the ponds. Time has not dealt hardly with these veterans of 
the forest, for a few are still left. One of them measures twenty feet, seven 
inches round the base of the trunk, and four feet above the ground it is seven¬ 
teen feet, three inches in girth. Part,at least, of the ponds was flagged at the 
bottom: the water could be raised and lowered at pleasure, and arranged for 
fishing from the large window of the Fish House. 









THE PIGEON HOUSE. 


French Chateaux in the olden time were usually furnished with pigeon 
houses, and one was not wanting- at Mount levers. It was a picturesque, object, 
perfectly round with its umbrella roof surmounting an eminence, .and at the 
same time contributing to the excellence of the cuisine: a stone table for the 
pigeons’ food was placed in its centre. An ornamented turret stood at the 
opposite side of the Park, used probably as a summer house. In later years, 
when the pigeon house was roofless, Robert levers planted the mound on 
which it stands; he also planted the High Grove and other parts of the 
demesne, including the beech walk. All the fields at the North side of the house 
towards Castle Crine were lined with trees. 

THE MARKET HOUSE. 

Col. Henry levers built the Market House at Sixmilebridge, the levers 
having the market tolls: Michael Rothery was the architect both of it and of 



PIGEON HOUSE. 

Mount levers, also of Newmarket Court, TVmeraile Court, and Bowen’s Court, 
Co. Cork. He died before the building of Mount levers was finished. 

Sixmilebridge was then a flourishing town. Its ancient name of “Owen- 
A-Garna” (English spelling) was very ancient indeed, it has been translated 
“Kearney’s Eord,” this implies that it was so named before a bridge crossed 
the river. The name Sixmilebridge was given it, being six miles from Lime¬ 
rick by the road over Gallows’ Hill : the lower Limerick road was not then 
in existence. 

The Saturday markets must have presented a busy scene, arts and crafts— 
from the introduction of machinery long since forgotten—were then practised 
with much skill and care. Ireland was famed for its chased silver, cut glass, 
cordwainery; Limerick could compete with the Continent in gloves and lace r 








etc. ; tables were laid out in the market house on which were dis¬ 
played shoes, whips, horse trapping's, pots and pans, with other houseshold 
utensils, cooperage; pewter and brass-work, for there were white smiths in 
those days who worked in such metals. Homespun woollen and linen goods, 
even damask, were also exhibited for sale ; country produce, fowls, eggs, 
butter, etc., were not neglected. 

The County Balls were held in the upper storey of the Market House at 
Assizes times. The Judges were entertained at Mount levers, and were played 
up to it by a band from the town, there were resident gentry in abundance 
for the balls at Mount levers as well; its ball-room was finished with special 
care, the ceiling in particular; the stucco work, round the three centres from 
which depended three chandeliers, was a work of art. The length of the 
room—-fifty feet or nearly—was adapted to the dances then in vogue, especially 
the “contre-danse” anglicised “Country Dance” ; the dancers stood in two rows 



MANTEL—UPPER RECEPTION ROOM. 

at either side of the room, while each couple danced in turn between them 
from top to bottom, as preserved in Sir lloger de Coverley; refreshments were 
served in the room at the end. 

Amongst the residents in and around Kixmilebridge were the Lysaghts, 
Brid gmans, and Daltons; the Bridgmans have sunk to the level of peasants, 
and the last Dalton went about begging. Gambling, drinking and reckless 
extravagance were characteristic of Irish life in the 18th century and led to the 
downfall of many families of note. 

Col. Fitzgerald lived in the house now occupied by the Priest of the 
parish, only half of which is still standing. He usually drove to Sixmilebridge 
Church with his family in his coach and four, making a circuit round The 
Gi een before alighting at the Church gate, which was in sight of his house. 

The Green had also its tragic side , there Andy Dynan was “hanged in the 
wrong,” and there a woman was burned to death as a witch, not 200 years ago. 
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Col. Henry lovers, Clare Dragoons, exceeded his means, large as they 
were, as in three contested elections In* was a candidate for Clare, and each time 
was defeated, involving him in heavy expenditure, in addition to all that was 
spent in building. Lands were sold, money was freely borrowed, chiefly from 
“Darner,” and when his son, Col. John Augustine levers, retired from the 
army, having served -18 years in the -Kith llegt., he succeeded only to a rem¬ 
nant of the inheritance which should have been his. 


THE l’AKADE. 

In front of the Market House was the Parade, the mustering ground of 
the Clare Dragoons; it was a large, unenclosed space (now partly built over) 
extending from the Market House to the river. 
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MANTEL—OLD ENTRANCE HALL. 


John Augustine levers, of Ieverstown House, on his second maniage, 
to Miss Westropp—some time in the fifties—went to reside in Eiinenck, and 
let his house facing* the Parade' and the adjoining lands to Mr. John 0 Ha Horan, 
who roofed the Market House, turning it into a barn, and walling in a hay 
yard in front of it; the adjoining part of the Parade he turned into a field; he 
had no right to do this, as the Parade would have been public property, but he 
met with no opposition. The great storm of February, 1903, blew O’Halloraids- 
roof off the Market House. 




















Mount levers side of tile Sixmilebridge river was levers’ 
Hanly’s farm towards Kilkishen, and on 


All tlie land at the 
property, reaching- over 

side, including- Ballintlea and Bossmanagher and 


The Kellys and d’Esterres 
with levers’ land. 


(formerly “de Stars’ 


large extent of 
have documents 


the other 
mountain, 
connected 


The population of Clare having- been much reduced, there was ample room 
for English settlers, and a Protestant colony was established in Sixmilebridge 
early in the 18th century. A few of their descendants still remain, but are 
no longer Protestants; Adlam, Bethel. Hamilton, Howard, Hargrove, amongst 
others. The Frosts were said to be Palatines. 



FRESCO—MORNING ROOM. 


A few. words about these people may be interesting; some thousands of 
them were brought from the Palatinate in Queen Anne’s reign, and conveyed 
to Ireland in British ships, Rotterdam being the port of embarkation; they 
were planted principally in the Counties of Limerick and Kerry ; every man, 
woman and child was allotted eight acres of land, rent free, for 2 years, their 
farms were stocked and houses built for them. £24,000 per annum was voted 
by the Dublin Parliament towards their maintenance: they were peaceable and 
industrious, but did not appreciate the Church of England Prayer Book, and 
many of them when they had acquired sufficient means, emigrated to America. 









// 


WILLIAM AND ANNE (1849.) 

The fortunes of the levers family were at a low ebb in William levers 
time: (be succeeded liis eldest brother, Hobert). He bad become security for 
a friend who failed to pay, and tlie creditors claimed payment from William. 
At that time a man could not be arrested for debt and sent to jail while in bis 
own bouse (that is, if forcibly entered) so William became prisoner in Mount 
levers for six days in the week, Sundays being- excepted by law. One day, 
however, as the maid was sweeping- the large ball, she thoughtlessly left the 
hall door open, and two bailiffs, who were watching the bouse, rushed in and 
placed William under arrest. His position was now worse than before; be was 
watched by the bailiffs night and day, never left alone for a moment, and it 
was impossible for him to pay the large amount of money due ; be then made a 
settlement with the creditors, insuring bis life for the amount due which they 
should receive at bis death: this crippled him heavily. 

He -was obliged to build up the windows in upper storeys in some other 
parts of the house, as well as several fireplaces, not being able to pay the 
liearth and window taxes, considerable in so large a dwelling. These taxes 
were, however, abolished at the time of his marriage with Miss Anne Wilson, 
a rather fashionable elderly lady, obsessed with a desire to modernise her new 
residence. She intended to paper the dining and drawingrooms, and began 
by closing up the panels, and breaking off the small raised panels over the 
diningroom doors to make the walls smooth for papering: some members 
of the family, having heard of this project, raised such an outcry, that the 
defacement of the panelling was abandoned. Another enormity was the re¬ 
moval of the window seats in the dining and drawingrooms. She took down 
some of the panelled shutters in the upper storey and placed them over the 
window seats in the bedrooms off the upper hall, turning them into washstands 
by cutting holes in them for the basins. She also filled up file Hound Pond. 

The roof of file house would have been seriously damaged had not James 
levers, of Glenfield, Kilmallock, *a younger brother, executed various repairs, 
and reslated the outer portion of the roof at his own expense. 

A claim was put forward by another branch of the family on the Mount 
levers timber, valued at £500. James levers, to save the timber, was about 
to pay this claim, when his sister, Eliza, happening by accident to look at 
some old papers thrown aside as rubbish, discovered a Bond for £500 which 
disclosed the fact that the money had been paid years before. 

DEAN SWIFT. 

It is said Dean Swift visited Sixmilebridge. He put up at the well known 
hotel by the river (where Moloney’s butcher’s stall is now), and ordered a chop. 
The landlady quickly appeared, and with many apologies, informed him that 
there was a religious convocation in the town that day, and the Homan Catholic 
Bishop and other Church Dignitaries were dining at the moment in the hotel on 
fasting fare as it was Friday, and she was afraid of their displeasure if meat 
were cooked in the house. The Dean asked for a sheet of paper, and wrote 
the following lines :— 

“Can any man of common sense 
Think eating meat gives God offence 
Or that a herring hath a charm 
The Almighty’s anger to disarm? 

Wrapt up in Majesty Divine 
Does He reflect on what we dine?” 



ft 


He lianded the lines to the landlady and asked' her to give them to the 
Bishop and make him acquainted with the situation. She did so, and the 
Bishop at once desired her to cook anything ordered by Dean Swift. 

THE DUELS. 

About 170 years ago a duel was fought between an levers and a Wilson, in 
which levers was wounded. Wilson wanted to fight to the death, but the 

seconds intervened, observing that such a course was contrary to the rules of 

duelling as honour was now satisfied. Wilson was obliged to comply, but re¬ 
solved at the first opportunity to take levers’ life. This occurred when he was 

in the hotel by the river close to the bridge; he saw levers stand- 

in o’ beneath the window and shot him dead. In the commotion that 

ensued he rushed out through the back door of the hotel, taking 

off his boots and throwing them away so that his footprints might 

not be traced. He ran through fields and succeeded in reaching 

Broadf'ord without discovery; from thence he got to Cork where he found a 
ship about to sail for the Bahamas; in this he took passage and remained in 
the Bahamas for the rest of his life. It is said he made a fortune there. Views 
of the Bahamas which he sent home were to be seen hanging up in the lobby 
of the old Miss Wilson’s residence, “Sixmilebridge House,” as they termed 

it, now occupied by the Priest. Another duel, fought in 1808, was the cause, 
though indirectly, of George level’s of Mount levers death. The duellists 
were Mr. MeVamara and Mr. Hammond They fought in the little churchyard 
between Sixmilebridge and Ballintlea, and George levers was one of the 

seconds. Mr. Hammond was killed, and George being a Magistrate and 

Barony Constable, should not have assisted in an act which at that time had 
been made illegal. The shock of his friend’s death, and the consequences to 
a magistrate for being a party to an offence against the law so preyed upon his 
mind that it brought on a fit of apoplexy from which he died in a few hours. 
He was a portly man and this probably rendered him liable to such a seizure. 
He was free-handed and hospitable, loved hunting and kept a pack of hounds. 
The pack broke loose from the kennel and passed by the house in full cry on the 
night of his death. He was buried in the family vault under the levers pew 
in Eilfinaghty Church, Sixmilebridge, 

The last interment was that of his daughter, Mary Shinkwin, wife of Capt. 
Bichard Shinkwin, 10th Hegiment, in 1843. The vault was then full. A boy 
who died young, son of Colonel Henry levers, lies in the same vault in the 
uniform of the Clare Dragoons. 





AFTERTHOUGHT 


To those of the family who have never seen Mount levers, a few addi¬ 
tional items may he of interest. 

The ceiling's over the ground floor are vaulted like those in the area 
chambers only the arching is more elaborately finished; this vaulting, of 
course, renders the ground floor hie proof. Here we have the kitchen, the 
servants’ hall, the “guard room,” the larder, the wine cellar, etc.; there is- 


STAIRCASE WITH COAT OF ARMS. 

no basement. The ground floor passage with a door at each end,, one open¬ 
ing on the yard, the other on the garden, corresponds in length to the height 
of the Court, GG feet. A narrow staircase ascends to the floor above. 

THE DOOR EOR THE MUSKET. 

At the head of the staircase was a small thick door, G feet high and 30 
inches wide, shutting off the staircase completely, a contrast in size to all the 
other doors in the house; a strong chain was attached to it which could be- 
drawn across and fastened at the opposite side to an iron hook in the wall. 































|n the centre of the door was a round aperture large enough to hold a mus- 
| ce t. The staircase turns round near the top opposite to the door, so that a 
man stationed at the musket hole—with assistants to load muskets—could keep 
0 ff hundreds, as to face the door wouldbe certain death. 

This door was replaced by a new one about 20 years ago. The high walls 
surrounding the house on all sides were a defence, and cannon could he 
mounted on the roof which is double—or rather quadruple—as it has four sides 
sloping down to a hollow in the centre; standing in this hollow you can see 
nothing beyond it but sky; on mounting, however, to the top of the roof 
h v a ladder, an extensive view presents itself in which the course of the 
Shannon is visible for many miles. (Guns were mounted on the roof of St. 
Mary’s Cathedral, Limerick, so lately as 1922, during the Republican revolt.) 

The Yandeleur family, about George levers time, considering their own 
residence unsafe, came to Mount levers to ask for shelter, assured that it was 
a stronghold: fears had been entertained of a French landing at Kilrush, and 
secret recruiting was suspected. The family were hospitably received, and 
remained for a year before returning to their home. 

The South Front is faced with cut stone—(grey limestone) ; the cornice 
surrounding the house at the eaves is elaborately carved, as also the carving 
over the hall doors; the walls are grouted, that is, mortar being poured hot 
into them while building, as in old castles; this mortar contained other ingre¬ 
dients besides lime and sand. 

The walls are lined with brick inside the house and are thus immuned 
from damp; the outer wall at the west side is (i feet thick; the partition walls 
21 feet. Ceilings in first and second floors 131 feet in height. 


THE FIRST FLOOR. 


The hall doors and reception rooms are, as a matter of fact, on the first 
floor; the hall door at the North Front is approached by a flight of' steps, and 
that at the South by an artificial mound; they are each 111 feet high; every 
room in the house above the ground floor has two doors—all rooms opening 
into each other—except one—the “garden room,” where the second door was 
removed and the opening built up by “Aunt Anne.” 


The door handles of the reception rooms are of open brass work, resting 
on raised brass plates. These doors are 9ft. Gin. x 3ft. Gin. in height and 
breadth. The mantel-piece in the drawingroom is of inlaid marble by Rossi. 
In the centre is a wreath of ivy leaves exquisitely finished ; they look as if they 
were painted, but it is not so, for they are of' a composition the secret of' which 
died with Rossi. This mantel-piece was put in by Eyre levers, youngest son of 
George, before mentioned. Eyre levers’ grandson, Major Eyre levers, did 
much to restore the mansion ; he put in the beautiful mantel-piece in the hall 
facing the staircase with various other renovations. The panelling is peculiar, 
it is not wainscot; it is executed in cement of some kind, presenting a very hard 
and smooth surface. Three rooms and a hall on the first floor are panelled, 
and one room on the second floor. In this room 
shepherd and shepherdess seated near a castle by a 
ground: it is considered to be a picture of Corvdon 


i 

is a fresco painting of a 
lake, with sheep in the fore- 
and Phyllis in Arcadia. 


In the morning room there is a much larger fresco representing the Saviour 
and the woman from Samaria at Jacob’s Well, in front of a cedar tree, two 
disciples are in the distance. This and the other frescoes were the work of an 
Italian artist. 



THE EUONT STAIRCASE 

This is pre-eminently a 11»i 11 of bouuty ut Mount lovers: the stairs an* six 
six inches wide uml the lust stop eight foot wide; iho bannisters 
are alternately spiral and fluted; at thoir hast*, on the* oulsido, Ihore is a good 
deal of carving, mostly floral doooration: honoutli the balustrade on iho uppor 
hall, at iho head of tho stairs, art* carved the lovers Arms, bordered on < ithei 
side with Hour-do-lys, in which eagles heads are occasionally appearing 

through tho foliage. 


This curious relic 
lined with brick ; a man 
from the areas and runs 


THE SECRET PASSAGE. 

of troubleous times is KIT feet in length, arched and 
can pass through it on all fours; it can be entered 
under ground Deneatli the yard to its outlet at the 



FRONT STAIRCASE. 


hack of the coach house near the orchard. The idea 
passage was intended for it sewer and that it could he 
ntent was tried and proved a failure, as there was not 
the sewage. 


was suggested that the 
used as such : the experi- 
suttieient fall to carry off 


A young lady of the family attempted to explore the passage and pro¬ 
ceeded some distance, not oven deterred hy total darkness; the passage, how¬ 
ever, had been broken into years ago—reason unknown—afterwards closed: the 
debris which had fallen from tin* opening, not having been removed, formed 
i'ti obstruction compelling our adventurous young friend to return to the out¬ 
let by which she entered near the oichnrd. This outlet is entirely oyer 
ground: it emerges from a height, which is built over, ami one of the build- 


,r, gs overhead is the new garage. Um> vmlis. 
















MOUNT IEVERS IN SNOW. 

f- 

Wrapt in its ermine mantle 
The grand old homestead sleeps 
While tempests rage around it 
And snow descends in heaps: 

Aeolus in his fury lashes the window pan&S 
It mocks his angry efforts 
And imperturhed remains. 


1917. 


(Signed) 
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A few Extracts from Old Papers in possession of the family 

are now added. 


Colonel John Augustine levers, 30th Foot, was wounded in the American 
War, and when lying helpless was carried by his faithful soldier servant, John 
Mackav, to a place of safety. When Colonel levers returned home he gave 
Mackay a farm near Belvoir, Co. Clare. 

His brother, Major Henry Norton levers, same regiment, led the “Forlorn 
Hope” at the capture of Belle Isle where he was serously wounded by a 
cannon ball in the hip, and was presented with a purse of 500 guineas by the 
Government for his bravery on that occasion. 



A Recruiting’ poster issued by Col. J. A. levers (Augustus in it being a 
misprint for Augustine) between the years 1775—1780, when the Regiment 
was quartered in Ireland, may be interesting:— 



ALL GENTLEMEN VOLUNTEERS 

Who have Spirit, Inclination, and Ab ility to serve his Majefty King GEORGE 
the Third, in the King’s Own Yellow Regiment of Foot, the Thirtieth, 
whereof Lieutenant General JOHN PARSLOW is Colonel, and in the Company 
of Light Infantry commanded by JOHN AUGUSTUS IEVERS, Ef'q ; Captain 
in the faid Regiment; are hereby invited to repair to Captain levers at his 
station at BOSTON, in the County of LINCOLN, or to his Recruiting Party 
in this Town, where they will receive His Majefty’s Bounty, and enter into 
prefent Pay and good Quarters. And when they join the Regiment, now 
fixed in the plentiful and flourifhing Kingdom of IRELAND, they will receive 
New Cloaths, Arms, and Accoutrements, and every Appointment neceffary to 
compleat a Gentleman Volunteer. 

Ireland is the only part of His Majefty’s Dominions where the Price of 
Provifions has not been railed. Beef and Mutton are fold at two-pence a 
Pound throughout the Year, and every other article proportionably cheap. 
Vegetables of all Kinds are in fuch Profufion, that for one Penny as much may 
he bought as will ferve fix men. His Majefty has been pleafed to allow con¬ 
venient and comfortable Barracks for his Troops in every Part of the Kingdom, 
and to fupply them with Beds, Bedding, Kitchen Utensils, Coals and Candles 
without any Charge. All Young Men who are inclined to embrace this Oppor¬ 
tunity of entering" into fo defirable a Service, fha 11 meet with e^eij encouiage- 
inent and Indulgence that their Officers can grant. They fhall ha’se the free 
Exercise of their refpective Trades and Occupations in a Count rj vheie 
there is the greatest Demand for, and higheft Prices given to Manufacturers, 
Artificers, and Workmen; and when difcharged from the Regiment, they will 
he entitled to the Privilege of felting up in their different Profeffions in any 
Town in GREAT BRITAIN or IRELAND, without Expence, Hindrance, or 

Moleftation. 

No Apprentice, NIilitin Man, noi 


:• Seafaring Perfon will be admitted. 




ADVERTIFEMENT. 


^ N Friday the 22nd Day of September Inf tan t will Run’d for on, 
Coulee of MOUNT JEUERS a large Plate Cup vallue Six Grrfneas by 
any Horfe Mare or Gelding carrying Nine Stone Syadd)£ .and Bridle 
included, and every Horfe Mare or Gelding above the Size of Fourteen Hands 


to carry weight for inches. 


No lefs than three to ftart for the faid Plate, and no Scrub to be allowed. 

No Horfe Mare or Gelding to be enter’d in any Man’s Name but the- 
true owners. 


No Man to enter more than one Horse, Mare, or Gelding. 

The heft of three Heats, three Rounds in each Heat, to carry the Plate- 
allowing half an Hour for Rubbing between each Heat. 

No joftleing to be allowed but in the laft Round of each Heat.^Each Horfe r 
Mare or Gelding to be ready to ftart on the faid courfe exactly at 
two o’Clock. 

Each Horse Mare or Gelding to be enter’d at lea ft Six Days before the- 
Day of Running with Mr. Peter Creagh at the Town of MOUNT JEUERS 
aforefaid, paying each an Englifh Crown, and to be kept with him ’tell the 
faid Day of Runing, the wining Horfe Mare or Gelding to pay Three Half 
•Crowns to faid Creagh for Straw and Scales. 

The Crowns enterance to be Run’d for the fame Day on the faid Courfe- 
by Galloways three Heats two Rounds. 

Any difpute that may arife to be determined by three Gentlemen to be 
appointed Judges on the Courfe. 

N.B. The former Races on the faid Courfe will be continued on Tliurs— 
dajr the 21ft. inft. being the Fair Day of Mount Jeuers viz, Saddle, Hatt,.. - 
Whip, Spurs, Shift and Tabacco. 


/ 
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EXTRACT FROM AN EIGHTEENTH 
CENTURY LETTER:— 

At bottom you have the Arms of our family 
as borne since they came to Ireland. You will 

if you wish, see wluit Arms Lord H’Eure or 

' w ^ 

Evers bore, from him we are descended. Vide 

extinct peers of England. He was created a Peer 
in 8th year of Henry Till, by title Lord Evers, 
of Iver County Pucks England. . ^ 


% 

•*. % 
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ARMS OF IEVERS. 


A Talbot Hog passant 
A Wreath 


Casque for Esquire 
S li ield—Ardent. 


Pend—Azure 

with three fleur de lvs 


. % 


Motto—Semper Fidelis 




/ 


